Management of carcinoma of the esophagus.
The majority of patients with esophageal carcinoma present with dysphagia. The selection criteria and the staging of patients for potential curative resection as well as endoscopic therapeutic options for palliation of this symptom are discussed. The West Virginia University experience has included 14 cases treated with surgical resection and 20 cases treated with laser photoablative therapy. Concurrent radiation and/or chemotherapy have been used in many of the patients.